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Dear Francis,

Firstly I wish to thank you for the completely unexpected, honour that was bestowed on me at last week's graduation ceremony.  The Cairnmillar Triskelion is indeed a prestigious award, and one that I will treasure.  It was particularly surprising, as I had not been informed of the presentation, and had failed to obtain an order-of-service. Thus the presentation itself was completely out of the blue.  Thank you.

The graduation ceremony was, as usual, impressive.  The venue lends itself to such occasions, and the anticipation of the graduates brings an atmosphere of excitement.  The progress of the ceremony went well, and maintained a lovely balance between formality and spontaneity.  The role of the chief patron as the "Chancellor" is excellent, and the mechanics of ensuring that he receives the correct certificate for presentation, ensured that there were no nasty mix-ups.

After the ceremony I mentioned to you that I would make a few suggestions that might possibly add to the occasion.  I will base my suggestions on the University of Melbourne ceremony.

The persons on the stage at the CMI ceremony mimic those  involved in the University ceremony, though naturally fewer in number.

The Chief Patron = Chancellor

Director of CMI (Yourself)  = vice Chancellor

The Head of School = Deans of faculties

the inclusion of the CMI Chairperson is specific to our ceremony.

At the appropriate time in the University ceremony, the Chancellor calls upon the Dean of the appropriate faculty to introduce the graduates to the Chancellor.  In the CMI ceremony I seem to recall that you fulfilled this function.  Although this might fall to the Chief Patron, it  seems quite appropriate that the director of CMI asks the Head of School to introduce the students to the Chief  Patron.

When certificates are to be presented to the Masters (or PhD)  Graduates, the Patron or you would ask the Head of School (Dean) to present the Masters graduates.  It is here that I would suggest a change.

I think it would be both appropriate, and informative, if, prior to the ceremony, each Masters graduate was required to write a 50-word summary of their research project.  This is a requirement for PhD graduates at Melbourne.  

This citation is read by the Dean as the graduate stands before the Chancellor, and reads along the lines….   


"I present (name of graduate), who….(summary of research)." 

This procedure would inform the attendees at the graduation ceremony of the type and quality of research involved in achieving a Masters degree at CMI.  I believe this will become even more relevant when the Institute presents PhD degrees.

I suggest this small addition as a possible improvement in what is already a very impressive ceremony.

I remain sincerely

M. N. Thompson
Assoc. Prof. and Principal Fellow

School of Physics

The University of Melbourne
A recent citation from Physics:

(Name) who, as a contribution to important aspects of the Standard Model, made  a preliminary measurement of the beta particle decay of 14O, by detecting highly resolved coincidences using signal digitisation. This may lead to a more accurate value of the Vud element, and a further check on the Standard Model.
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