78 Strathalbyn Street
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Councilor Brad Miles

Bellevue Ward
Private Bag 1, Camberwell VIC 3124

March 22, 2012
Dear Councilor Miles,
In 2009 I wrote to you regarding safety aspects and problems resulting from the parking of cars on Strathalbyn St.  Several suggestions were made with regard to possible ways in which to these might be alleviated.  However your response indicated that no changes would be made: possibly because the problem was intractable or perhaps was not in your judgment significant at that time. A copy of that letter is attached for reference.
However the problem of street parking has continued to grow, and will continue to do so.  I believe that the time has come when council must make some difficult decisions.  The parking situation has two major components: street parking by householders who choose to, or must street-park, and parking during the day, predominantly by employees of businesses in the immediate region.  This latter component has been exacerbated by council failing to insist that new commercial buildings provide adequate and realistic parking spaces.

Car ownership rates and the parking problem

Recent surveys indicate that the number of cars per household in Australia is now close to 2 (1.6 in 2006 over all Australia).  In Boroondara the figure is estimated to be 1.9 (see data below).   We can safely assume that throughout the city, and in the East Kew the number is now close to 2.  
The East Kew Situation
My concerns recorded here are based on the East Kew area, but I have little doubt that the difficulties are common throughout the city.  In Strathalbyn St, the number of cars parked on the street during the night  is of order 20 (detailed figures and photographs can be presented)  During the day this number is much greater due to cars parked by people employed in the area, with a resultant greater density in the region south of Cadow St..  
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Average number Projected household Estimated

of cars per increase by additional
household 2006” household type cars by 2036
2006-2036
Couples with children 21 187,746 398,289
Couples without children 16 250,859 407,352
Lone parents 14 67,976 96,814
Other family 14 10,046 13,781
Lone person 038 237,244 199,320
Group household 14 18,202 26,355
Reference person in 2nd/3rd family;
unrelated individual in household 0.5 9,550 4,775
Total 781,623 1,146,687

Sources: ABS, customised 2006 Census data set held by CPUR

Nates: ! 2006 car ownership rates applied o pojected population 2036
# Calculated from 2006 Census data; Households that indicated ‘ot stated” were distibuted
orovortionatelv among ‘a0 cars'.'] car. 2 cars' and 3 of more cars .





The consequences of this include the two major ones listed below: 
1
 With cars parked on both sides of the street the probability of a collision between on-coming vehicles, is significant.  This danger is exacerbated by the fact that many drivers are unable to judge the edge of their vehicle and hence drive unnecessarily far to the left of the parked cars The danger is particularly significant in the section of Strathalbyn street North of Cadow St., where the road is narrower than in the Southern section.  
2.
The potential consequences of this street parking is particularly important in the area

indicated, because of the presence on Cadow St. of two large primary schools, St Annes Catholic School, and East Kew Primary. The period between 8 am and 9 am is especially dangerous, when both office workers, students, and parents dropping-off students, are all using the roads. This increases the probability of not seeing pedestrians that may walk out onto the pavement.  
A City-wide Problem

The parking problem is not limited to Strathalbyn St and the immediate neighbouring streets.  It is becoming widespread throughout the city, and it seems that as car ownership inevitably increases, Council must introduce a satisfactory solution.   Several possibilities were suggested in my previous letter.  However in view of the narrowness of the streets, I believe the most practical one is to limit the parking to one side of the street on some reasonable basis.  This solution has advantages in addition to the dominant safety aspects:  trailers and unused cars currently parked permanently on the street would of necessity be removed.

The basis of alternation of the parking side is a variable.  In some areas this is based on an “even-odd” date.  This has some inconvenience for residents who are unable to park off street, as their car must be relocated each day.  In other locations it is on a half-monthly (dates 1-15 and 16-end of month) or half weekly (Sun – Wed, and Thu – Sat) basis.  

Such a solution has implications for council services, such as garbage collection and street sweeping. However if such parking regulations were introduced throughout the city, the schedule for these services could readily be modified to accommodate this.

I anticipate sending detailed data on parking in the areas of Strathalbyn St, and the two primary schools.

Actions requested

I would like to be informed of any plans that council has to address this increasing problem.
I would appreciate it if you, as councilor of this area, would raise the matter of parking in council, and to seek action towards  a resolution.
In the longer term (12 months) I would hope that council would have a draft set of options for discussion (if they have not already).
Sincerely

Maxwell N. Thompson

Some additional references, that may be of relevance are attached

http://arts.monash.edu.au/cpur/publications/documents/cpur.pdfABS Census data on cars per household indicate the scale of the extra traffic load should the CPUR projections come to pass. By 2001, the aggregate number of cars held by households in Melbourne reached 1.82 million. By 2006, this number had increased to 1.97 million.14.  
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Home Phone: (03) 9859 9725


Work Phone:  (03) 9344 5462


Facsimile:      (03) 9347 4783


Mobile:        0401 990 142


Email: max@physics.unimelb.edu.au
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http://profile.id.com.au/Default.aspx?id=108&pg=116&gid=10&type=enum


This gives an average cars/houshold of  1.65  (in 2006).  The rate of increase of multiple car ownership is~0.4% per year, so by 2012 the number of cars per household is abour 1.9%.  The number of cars in Australia according to the reference below is 0.53 cars per person.








