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11 April 2001

Director Civic Compliance Victoria 

Re Penalty Notive Number 75802390

Dear Sir/Madam

I attach this note of explanation and a request for leniency.

I do recall the incident for which I have been cited.  On cursory reading, the citation might suggest that I had entered an intersection some considerable time (19 sec.) after the cross traffic was given the green light.  This would have been a grave and dangerous breach, and was not the case.  

As it was my intention to turn right into Selman Ave, I approached the intersection in the right-hand-turn lane.  Traffic on Burwood Rd. was moving through the intersection with the green signal.  I evidently did not see the small red arrow before entering the intersection.  I first noticed a red arrow whilst in the intersection, and scanning the oncoming traffic, seeking to make a safe completion of the turn.  My options at this stage were to back-up out of the intersection, or to wait, and safely complete the turn when the oncoming traffic cleared.  I chose the latter action as the clearly safer alternative.

At no time did my action endanger anyone, either in my vehicle or any other road user.

At the time of the incident I was driving the car of my colleague of the University of Melbourne, Dr. Roger Rassool.  I had as passengers, two visitors from the USA, and was returning from showing them the park at Ferntree Gully.  My own car seats only one passenger, and with the visitors I needed to have a larger car.  Dr. Rassool was in Sweden undertaking an experiment at Lund University on behalf of our research group, and had lent me his car during his absence, so that I could entertain our visiting colleagues.

This note is written with the hope that some recognition might be taken of the apparent incompatibility of the danger associated with the offence and the severity of the penalty.  My safe driving record might also be considered.

As I will be teaching at Lund University in Sweden for 3 months from April 23, I will be unable to present my case in court.  Therefore, if you are unable to make any allowances to the penalty in my case, I have completed the “payment by credit card” facility on the enclosed form.

Sincerely

M. N. Thompson

Reader, School of Physics 
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