What a strange and perverse nation we are!  We have, largely through hard work and good luck, a per capita GDP that is one of the highest in the world.  We have a budget surplus of more that $10 Bn.  Yet we have a public hospital system where our citizens, the people who contribute to the surplus, must suffer pain, and possible premature death, while waiting for surgery.  We have some 40% of our medical doctors imported from overseas, while university funding to train our own, continues to be reduced.

On the other hand  we are happy to pay billions of dollars to be part of the "coalition of the willing" to assist in the devastation of Iraq.  We are not disturbed to read this week, a report that our prime minister looks favourably on George W's desire to initiate a strike on Iran to support Israel: funding to assist here would seem not to be a problem.  Nor is it questioned that we should spend billions of dollars on new fighter planes, and second-hand US tanks to defend us from…whom?  Do we feel more secure because of the billions of dollars spent to make us safe from terrorism?  
In this pre-election period we, as citizens, need to consider our priorities, and to seek candidates who reflect these aspirations.  I fear that such candidates will be hard to find.
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