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colden orb weaving spiders

m Golden Orb Weaving Spiders are so named because if you Golden Orb-weaving Spiders are not ag-

2 look at their webs in the right light they have a distinct gressive and their first response to a

B golden colour and so do their egg sacs. The webs are so threat is usually to run. Despite the size
strong they can even entangle small birds, but the spider of this spider, few bites have been re-
only eats small insects. corded and the Golden Orb-weaver is

not considered dangerous.
These beautiful spiders are native to Australia and belong to
the genus Nephila which is represented in Australia by five  Golden Orb-weavers can be locally com-
species. Given that this spider has been photographed lo-  mon, for example in the Darling Downs
cally, it is most likely to be Nephila edulis. in Queensland a single dead tree can
have as many as 30 individual golden orb
The female Nephila edulis, identified by the distinctive black ~ weaver webs.
brushes on 6 of her 8 legs, is a large and impressive spider
El measuring up to 23 mm in length, while the male of the spe- Source: Museum Victoria
cies is only about 6 mm long. Males can usually be found at
the edges of a female’s web. A female Golden Orb-weaving
a Spider constructs her beautiful golden silk egg sac during
early winter, which is usually left in the tree where she con-
structed her web.
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