78 Strathalbyn Street

East Kew  3102
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April 16, 1998

Patricia Rightmyer

Dear Pat,

I apologise for my lateness in replying to your letter, since it was misplaced, and worse, I lost your address.  I am asking Bruce, who also kindly informed me of Lydia’s death, if he would forward this letter to you. Thank you for your kindness in being so prompt in sending me your letter, it was very thoughtful and much appreciated.  

You probably know that my friendship with Lydia, and Alex, extends back some 30 years to when I was a post-doc at Yale.  I feel honoured to have known Lydia, a gentle and loving lady whose life was lived in a style so different from that for which she was groomed as a young lady in Russia.  I have often thought in my conversations with her of late, that her life-story was the basis of a Russian tragic/romantic novel.

In her life, despite having no immediate family, she gave much love to many people.  Certainly she had a great affection for you both, and was most appreciative of Bruce’s concern and help.  I also shall miss her.  In fact I wrote to her last Friday to let her know that I hoped to visit in July/August,  I was also anticipating her annual Easter Card, which was a long-standing tradition between us.

As you know, one of Lydia’s fears was that she would end her days in a vegetative state.  From your letter I gather that her end came relatively quickly, and with a minimum of trauma:  a consolation which she deserved.

Thank you again, and I am pleased that we also have met via Lydia.


. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  





Home Phone: (03) 9859 9725


Work Phone:  (03) 9344 5461


Facsimile:      (03) 9347 4783
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