Readings: (Tina)

1 Peter 1:17-23


Acts 2:14a, 36-42


Luke 24:13-35

Reflection on Luke 24:13-35

For some reason or another a number of people (well 2 to be exact) have been speaking with me about life changing experiences.    Well, i.e. actually near death experiences which seem to work out to be much the same thing.  A friend of mine who had such an experience, said, such an experience really makes you understand what is important in life, and where, after you have come through that experience, you will put your energies.  Another friend of mine is reading a book , scientifically researched, he says, about such experiences, and how the people in the study all have come across this great light, and have come back from it with a greater knowledge of life.  Truly life changing.

Our reading today in Luke is something along that line.  Something tragic has happened which has made the disciples stop and consider the future.  Their leader has been taken away from them - their leader whom they had hoped was the one to redeem Israel.  Hopes are dashed.  They are, it says 'looking sad' when this stranger speaks to them.  And, as you know, after this encounter with the 'light of the world', the life of Jesus, their leader, is re-interpreted to them  in the context of the words of Moses and the prophets, and,  finally, in the simple act of breaking bread, their understanding of who this Jesus is, is changed forever.  The risen Christ, they discover, is nothing like a resuscitated Jesus of Nazareth.  This is far greater than that.  It is a new way of being, and being embodied.  It is an encounter with the eternal love of God, which has been there throughout history - past/present and future.   Their hearts begin to  "burn" within them
, and they returned to Jerusalem to tell of their Ah-ah experience.

Jesus may have died, been condemned to death and crucified, but the Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed - manifest in an encounter with a stranger on a lonely road, not to the big city of Jerusalem, but to a little village 7, (or 20) miles away.

This story is, in the best sense a "faith legend" says Bill Loader.  It celebrates Easter, it invites us to go beyond preoccupation with historical reconstruction to engagement with ourselves and Christ's presence in our own communities.  We are invited to meet not a literal resuscitated Jesus, brought back to life, but to imagine something far more mysterious, which will have consequences, not only for the early church, but for the Christian faith in general, because it is here that the early church begins to entwine the Jesus of Nazareth person with what has always been spoken of by Moses, and by the prophets.  In this theologizing of Jesus, we discover the risen Christ, who is the past/present and the eternal future. 

Faith in this risen Christ, spoken of by Moses and the prophets, is what will  carry on the life/death/resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.  Faith in this risen Christ is not, as many thought it would be, faith in triumphalism and majesty, but faith in this risen Christ is faith in eternal compassion, hope, humility, and love, lived out in the humanity of Jesus, lived out in the humanity of Christ's Church.  Faith in these eternal 'fruits of the Spirit' is the future of the Church.   

What struck me about this story - and it will have affected you differently no doubt - but what struck me was firstly, these two disciples were not two of the apostles.  We only know the name of one of them, Cleopas, and who knows who the other was - maybe a woman?!  

They didn't even notice this other person, they were so absorbed in the politics and events of the time.

This stranger seems aloof.  He does not claim to know these disciples, (although we think he should) and they cannot claim to know him, because they obviously don't (yet we think they should).  If this is Jesus, he is obviously unrecognisable as the man before the crucifixion.  This faith legend is telling us something of the nature of the risen Christ, which is beyond any historical resuscitation.  

He does not formally introduce himself, but gradually becomes known in more informal ways - in the breaking of bread; in the face or manner of a stranger.  The risen Christ does not need a formal introduction.  He is a complete stranger to us, and yet he knows us intimately.

He asks disturbing questions, questions which one would think are none of his business.  Such disturbing questions that the disciples "stood still".

That seems to be the nature of this disturbing and mysterious person - asking questions of you, yet all along knowing what it is you are really trying to get to with all your talking and discussing.

He does not force himself on the two, but stayed when asked, but not for long.  Just long enough for the penny to drop.

This mysterious person speaks of the suffering of the Liberator, not as ?a tragic derailment of hope, but a part of hope, a part that is meant to be.  This liberator, as the prophets foretold, has been and always will be the light to all nations.  This Liberator is the liberation for Israel and all peoples;  is the "Peace on earth!";  is "hope for the poor, the hungry, the alienated, and the empty rich hiding in their trees".

This story is ongoing… Jesus moves on, vanishes from their sight.  Yet we get this feeling that the rich life-changing mystery is still walking alongside us, in easy reach, but is usually overlooked and unrecognized.  In fact, the gist of this story would tell us that that is the way it is - the risen Christ will always be a mystery to us, both unrecognized yet recognized.  And we need to learn to live with that!

Reflection 2:  Daniel …

� Is this heart burn?





