FAX 9601 2414

I sent this message to letters@theage.fairfax.com.au, but it bounced back, isthere a reason?

The Editor

The Age Newspaper

Dear Sir,

It seems that Australian are so short sighted, that with their vision is

fixed on such things as the price of petrol, the fate of monkeys in

Launceston, and the dallyings of TV stars, they are unaware that

significant legislation is about to be passed in Federal Parliament that

will see the Australian Army on our streets, at the whim of the Federal

government.

The pretexts for this are the upcoming World Economic Forum, and the

Olympic games. However the legislation has much more sinister

possibilities since there is no sunset clause included.  There has never

been a situation in Australia when the Military has been called upon to

confront with deadly force, fellow Australians who are exercising their

democratic right to protest.  We have always maintained a clear separation

between the military and the civil authorities.  The imminent conference

provides no basis for any such change.  There is no evidence that the

legal protests will become violent, and it seems to be a dangerous

assumption that the military should take over from the Victoria Police,

who are responsible for maintaining the civil law.

Can you envisage walking down the streets of Melbourne, with armed

soldiers clearly visible? Would this be Australia?  We must take care to

not allow such a scenario to develop.

Dr. M. N. Thompson

78 Strathalbyn St.

East Kew  3102

