Dear John,

No 4-page reduced letter from me for Christmas.  However maybe you would like to know that this year has passed even more quickly than the last.  I guess the big BBQ birthday party on Jan 25 ensured that.

However all still goes well at home, and at research.  Grant money is increasingly hard to get, but we still maintain our research, currently at the MAX Lab. of Lund University in Sweden.  A great place to work,  and we were there in May this year.  I plan to take a 6+-week exchange there from mid April next year, to teach in the undergraduate course, and then to collaborate on an experiment.

In August I spent a wonderful week with Canadian friends Jim and Jacki Jury at Jasper in the Canadian Rockies.  We rented a lodge overlooking Pyramid Lake, with mountains all around.  The weather was perfect and we walked, climbed, canoed, cycled, saw wildlife, and in addition ate and drank well.  I must admit that I returned much more relaxed than when I left. 

 On October 1 I received the degree of Doctor of Science as indicated by the photograph. Before  the ceremony I had a dinner for my family (including my mother of 84) and colleagues.  The ceremony was boring and long, however after that we had a party for all my previous students at a restaurant in town.  It was a splendid night.  We looked at old photos and reminisced. They presented me with a plaque showing my DSc thesis in front of all the PhD theses of my students, (see our WWW page http://www.ph.unimelb.edu.au) and presented me with a lovely glass sculpture.

A week or so later Alex Kuzin who is from Russia, and who received his PhD at the ceremony with me, held a party at a Russian Restaurant.  This celebrated his PhD and the visit of his mother from Russia for the conferring.  It was an amazing place, excellent food, singing, dancing, vodka.  We celebrated well.

Now, with lectures over, next years graduate students selected, exam results in, there is time to draw breath and to wish you Noel, and to hope that 1998 will be a happy year for you.
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In fact the photo was on October 1, 


  when I was awarded the degree of


    Doctor of Science. 





On my left is Brian Spicer, my PhD supervisor of some 35 years ago, and moving left, two of my PhD graduates: Roger Rassool and Alex Kuzin, who received his PhD at the same ceremony.  It was a notable occasion. 





I wish you a Merry Christmas 


and a Healthy and Prosperous 1998.








  Christmas


  greetings,


   and best wishes 


   for the


   New Year
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You may well ask “why are these four in fancy dress?”.  


  In fact the photo was taken at a conferring


    on October 1, when I was awarded the degree 


      of Doctor of Science [an ancient degree given as a recognition of old age or many research papers.  I qualified in both categories.]





On my left is Brian Spicer, my PhD supervisor of some 35 years ago, and moving left, two of my PhD graduates: Roger Rassool and Alex Kuzin, who received his PhD at the same ceremony.  It was a notable occasion. 





I wish you a Merry Christmas 


and a Healthy and Prosperous 1998.
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