Christmas 1999

Dear Mark and Diana,

How can these things happen?  I print out my address list and skip over yours.  I do hope you had a Happy Christmas and look forward to an exciting new millennium.  

Vancouver is particularly relevant since I now have an ex-student working in there.   Alex Kuzin was an extremely bright student from Russia, brought here on an Australian scholarship.  He did an excellent PhD, but the Oz government would not give him resident status.  So what did he do but go to Canada, taking with him of course abour $0.5M of Australian investment with him.  I had suggested that he conatct you re teaching in your college, but he said he wanted to make money, so is working in a computing company, while his lovely wife is working and studying.

Although ridiculously late I am sending a card, so that you can see we still exist.  You might also be interested to read about our applied research into landmine detection which is on our homepage (address on back of card).  We are hoping (in colaboration with U of Toronto and Trent Uni.) to get a large grant for this work from the Canadian Fund for Inovative research (CFI). 

On the research front, our photonuclear work continues, currently at the MAX Lab. (unfortunately not named after this Max), at Lund in Sweden.  This year we had one experiment in June, when 5 of us from Melbourne visited. I had been in Lund since mid April, teaching in the undergraduate school.  It was as usual, a wonderful experience, and I enjoyed working with the staff and students.  During this visit I made several visits associated with our landmine-detection program.  One was to a conference at Eksjo, sponsored jointly by the Swedish and Danish governments.  The two other visits were to large companies (one in Sweden and one in Germany) to seek industrial partners in the project. On the way back from my sojourn in Sweden I had the chance to visit some friends in the USA.

On the personal front, I had a wonderful week’s holiday with Canadian friends at Eden on the East coast of NSW.  Sun, surf, golf (special rules for beginners), and dolphins in the bay.  We three met again in Darwin in October, and spent a few days in the spectacular Kakadu National park, with crocodiles, infinite birds, and spectacular scenery. 

The year has been busy in our group.  In addition to the teaching duties we had 4 honours’ students, all got H1 results, but the months of October/November were moderately!! busy.
Things should quieten down before Christmas, after which I am looking forward to a few days relaxing in the country at a friend’s farm.  I hope that you too get time to relax and enjoy this festive season: perhaps Christmas comes more quickly each year as we get older mature, since we need more rest?

Every good wish






