Just a brief note in case you would like to know how things are going.  From the picture you can conclude that my research program is now centred in Sweden, at Lund University.  This past year I also spent a couple of months teaching an undergraduate course there as well.  It was a wonderful time.  Not only was the teaching experience great, but I had ample time to visit with friends both in Sweden and in Germany.  During my stay there, the once-in-4-year Lund festival took place, and I have never seen such a spontaneous, irreverent, and clever festival as this one organized by the students.  During the stay at Lund our research group collaborated on a couple of experiments at the MAX lab.  Data from these is now being analyzed by  PhD students.

On the way back to Melbourne I had the chance to visit with some friends in the USA.  Because of the risk of becoming known as the “absent professor” rather than the “absent minded” one, I was not able to do the grand tour.  Next year perhaps.
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The research group has taken the opportunity to apply some of the nuclear know-how we have to a rather real problem, namely detection of small parcel bombs.  The applied research program was initiated some 4 years ago when a parcel bomb killed a person in the National Crime Authority office.  A small company has been floated and over the past few months we have been demonstrating the prototype to relevant companies.  One would hope that the market for these devices would not be large, however just last week you may have read that some disgruntled  person sent a flood of small bombs to employees of the tax department.  

Anyhow in the real world, I am happily well, though I note that clothing seems to shrink more rapidly these days than it did in earlier times.  I still enjoy riding my motorcycle, but there seems to be less time to do so: am I slowing down or am I just busier?

May this greeting find you and yours well, and may you have a Joyous Christmas and  good fortune in 1999.
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