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WEATHER

MILDURA: Showers. Risk
of thunderstorms with hail.
Moderate to locally fresh tending
moderate west to southwesterly.
Min: 6. Max: 13. MALLEE: Scat-
tered showers. lIsolated thunder-
storms with hail. Details on 14.
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Olive branch between

Byrne and Savage

HE relationship be-

tween Mildura Mayor
Peter Byrne and Member
for Mildura Russell Sav-
age continued to thaw
yesterday.

Cr Byrne now believes there is no
need for mediation given the level of
discussions between the two men.

Cr Byrne and Mr Savage will
meet to discuss the Mildura River-
front Masterplan next week.

EWe Dbelieve that
this meeting will be
the start of a long
process, and by
working together
we hope the com-
munity will bene-
fit. 5

— Mildura Rural
Mayor Peter Byrne.

The Mayor and Mr Savage had al-
ready engaged in discussions lead-
ing to next week’s meeting before
Dr Peter Talbot made comments
about mediation.

“Based on that it’s not necessary
at this stage to accept Dr Talbot’s
offer,” Cr Byrne said.

Mediator Dr Talbot yesterday
said he was “happy so far” with
public utterances from local com-
munity leaders on working togeth-
er.

Dr Talbot said he was adopting
a wait and see attitude on his pub-
lic plea for local leaders to form a
united front.

Dr Talbot’s plea, published in
Sunraysia Daily on Saturday, was
followed by pledges from Mayor Pe-
ter Byrne and Member for Mildura
Russell Savage to work together on
Monday.

Dr Talbot said he wanted to make
it clear his call did not just involve
Mr Byrne and Mr Savage.

“My letter was not just about
them but a lot of other people who
need to be working together.”

He said he was happy not to pro-
ceed with mediation if the situation
was resolved.

The threat of mediation in itself
often has the right result, he said.

“If there is no need to hold media-
tion then so much the better.”

Dr Talbot said he planned “to
keep a watching brief” for the next

City Council

® Mildura Rural City Council Mayor
Peter Byrne.

® Member for Mildura Russell
Savage.

few weeks.

“l think the public has said very
clearly they want their leaders to
be working together.”

Cr Byrne and Mr Savage will
meet at Mr Savage’s 8th Street of-
fice on Thursday morning, June 30
to talk through the masterplan con-
cept.

“We believe that this meeting will
be the start of a long process, and
by working together we hope the
community will benefit,” Cr Byrne
said.

“Above all, there will be no sud-
den developments because it's a
long-term proposal and the commu-
nity will be consulted broadly as the
idea progresses.”

Cr Byrne said council and Mr
Savage would be seeking an ap-
pointment with the Premier’s De-
partment to progress the idea of an
independent development authority
for the riverfront development.

He said who would sit on the inde-
pendent authority, and how it would
work would need to be the subject
of discussion between council, Mr
Savage and Victorian Premier Ste-
ve Bracks, and his department.
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YEAR 5 and 6 students at Mildura
South Primary School had the
Muppets visit yesterday -- an all
Australian troupe of Muppets from
Melbourne University Physics
Promotion, Education and Teach-
ing Services.

Dr Roger Rassool from the
School of Physics directs MUP-
PETS, a physics show presented
with the co-operation of graduate
students.

The stimulating exposure of
physics to children has helped to
illustrate that science can be fun.

All the students had the oppor-
tunity of making a spectroscope or
periscope which they were able to

® MUPPETS member Igor (Catherine Low) was on hand to help at Mildura South Primary School yesterday.

keep as a memento of the session.

Catherine Low, one of the 12
graduate students, is completing
a Ph.D in Theoretical Physics and
her way of lightening up is taking
part in the show.

With her head shaved, a white
coat and a few props, Catherine
transforms into mad scientist Igor
and assists Dr Roger.

Professor Max Thompson, Dr
Rassool and the students are on
the road for three weeks.

A free Physics and Laser show
for people interested in those sub-
jects will be presented at Mildura
Senior College this evening and
Thursday at 6pm.

New job for
top trainee

MILDURA’s Kylie Leaf last night won the
Indigenous Trainee of the Year 2005, Award
presented at a special Sunraysia Area Consulta-
tive Committee dinner at the Grand Hotel.

Kylie was chosen by judges from the 12
Trainee of the Month winners announced dur-
ing 2004-05.

The monthly winners were Aaron Hunt, Noel
Biles, Hayley Browne, Krystle Staker, Dennis
Johnson, Kezra Wilson, Joanne Mitchell, Kylie
Leaf, Jamah O’Donnell, Michelle Van Steenis,
Shaun Lawson and David Morrison.

Kylie completed her traineeship in Cer-
tificate Il Business through the Structured
Training and Employment Program (STEP)
with Mildura Rural City Council, and recently,
started a new job.

She said her traineeship had helped her per-
sonally as well as professionally, and that she
now had much more confidence and knows she
“doesn’t want to go back to not working”.

Kylie will be undertaking more studies and
is now aiming for a management position in the
future.

More than 80 indigenous jobseekers have
been placed in employment since the STEP
program started in July 2003.

Indigenous Employment project officer Sue
Rudd said the jobseekers were working in hos-
pitality, warehousing, administration horticul-
ture, tourism, retail and the aged sectors.

RITISH potato farmers have taken issue with

the expression “couch potato”, rallying in
London to call for it to be struck from the diction-
ary on the grounds that it harms the vegetable’s
image.

The British Potato Council wants the Oxford
English Dictionary (OED) to replace the expres-
sion with the term “couch slouch”.

They plan protests outside parliament and the
offices of Oxford University Press.

Kathryn Race, head of marketing at the coun-
cil, which represents some 4000 growers and
processors, said the group had complained in
writing to the OED but had yet to receive a re-
sponse.

The OED says “couch potato” originated as
American slang, meaning “a person who spends
leisure time passively or idly sitting around, espe-
cially watching television or videotapes”.

The Potato Council says its campaign has the
backing of dieticians who say the vegetable is
low in fat and high in vitamin C.

® Student helper
Briony helps out
Dean Voss and

Roger Rassool.

WELCOME rains continued to fall
across the Mallee yesterday.

Light rain produced between 1-
2mm at the Mildura airport yester-
day.

Regional centres have received
more rain in the past fortnight than
they have for the entire year.

Monday’s rain (until 9am Tues-

day) totals: Mildura 6mm, Annuello
3, Murrayville 5, Ouyen 6, Redcliffs
5, Walpeup 3, Walpeup Mallee Re-
search Station (MRS) 4, Werrimull
5, Berriwillock 3, Beulah 5, Patch-
ewollock 2, Halls Gap 15, Ivanhoe
1, Lake Victoria 0.8 and Pooncarie
2.

Weekly totals: Mildura 12mm,

More welcome rains fall across the Mallee

Annuello 8, Murrayville 13, Ouyen
12, Red Cliffs 11, Walpeup 11,
Walpeup MRS 10, Werrimull 11,
Berriwillock 12, Beulah 26.

The Grampians also received
large amounts of rain with Bellfield
Reservoir getting 74mm, Wartook
Reservoir 59mm, Rocklands Res-
ervoir 45mm.

Mildura has received 33.4mm
in the past two weeks, nearing the
39.2mm rain received from January
until June 8 this year.

Totals for other centres until June
8: Ouyen 60.8, Werrimull 83.9 and
Wentworth 37.6. Rainfall totals from
June 8 until June 21: Ouyen 37.2,
Werrimull 40.4 and Wentworth 46.
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Crosswords ........ccceeeeeues 12
HOroscopes .....ccccceveernns 12

Trade & Services....... 10, 11
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TUESDAY TATTS TWO: 3, 88.
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JULY 1 Deadline

If you are

ears of age
and do not have private hospital
cover then now is the time to join

31

If you leave it, then join after July 1 you WILL pay a loading on
your premium for life. The later you leave it to join, the higher
the lifetime loading. The loading stays with you for life, and
depending on your age on joining, ranges up to 70 percent.

Mildura District Hospital Fund

Phone 5023 0269
79 Deakin Avenue, Mildura 3500

Australia Wide Health Insurance for our Local Community

SD342880

But hurry — you must join by July 1



