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Introduction

The range and number of areas that have been influenced by the programs supported by the Colonial Foundation has increased over the past year. In addition to the program for primary-school students, we have initiated the STARS program for year 11/12 students and science teachers.  We also sponsored the most successful Physics-teachers training day ever held in this School Of Physics.
Our dedicated web site at http://www.ph.unimelb.edu.au/muppets/ is now more comprehensive and schools can easily find details of all the programs.
1  Physics and Laser shows


1  Physics and Laser shows  (a total of 5700 year-5/6 students this year)


Western Suburbs July 2006
We delivered programs to some 1500 students from 27 primary schools in the Western Metropolitan area.  The program was held in the hall of Bayside Secondary College - Altona North Campus, and students from a wide area were bussed in.  Schools with financial difficulties were subsidised to attend. 

Melbourne Central and Eastern suburbs Feb. 2007

1700 year-5/6 students from 22 schools attended this program.  It was held at "The Open Stage Theatre" of the University of Melbourne.  This proved an excellent location and we hope that we will be able to utilise it more in the future.

Western Victoria Feb. 2007-06-12


Between Feb. 21 and 23, we presented the Physics and Laser Show in Horsham, at the Wesley Performing Arts Centre (see attached brochure).  2500 students from 28 primary schools, from as far afield as St Arnaud to Nhill attended.  Again, as a consequence of the generosity of the Colonial Foundation, we were able to provide transport for many of the schools that were in bad shape because of the drought.

2  The Physics Gymnasium


A series of extension lectures is presented bi-monthly during the school year, at the School of Physics for year 11/12 high-school students.  The lecturers are selected from researchers in the School and other institutes to provide a fascinating view of Physics in areas of interest to senior students.  There are about 70 students attending regularly.  A list of topics for 2007 includes:
March 21- Dr Norm Frankel .."Matter matters"

May 16-  Assoc. Prof. Max Thompson "The mighty Neutron Saves the Earth"

June 20-  Dr. Roger Rassool "Ecological sustainability"
3  MUPPETS program in primary Schools


This year the team of staff and graduate students have visited 12 schools in Melbourne, 
including Merry Creek Primary, Preshil, Sacred Heart Brunswick, Mill Park Primary, Carey Donvale Primary.

4  STARS program   * NEW*

Following a highly successful Professional Day for VCE teachers, that was held in November, we realised that many VCE teachers, particularly from less well-funded schools, did not have access to demonstration equipment, and professional help.  We therefore initiated the STARS program (Students and Teachers Accessing Research Scientists) that teachers could join. This allows them to borrow demonstration equipment from the School of Physics, to have access to professional scientists and other VCE teachers, and importantly tohave the privilege of recommending one year-11 student, with outstanding potential, to attend a residential school in July.


The STARS program is multidisciplinary, and allows access to all the science areas in the University of Melbourne.  We have specifically set up collaboration with the GTAC (Gene Technology Access Centre) to widen the areas of assistance to the teachers.


About 90 VCE teachers have enrolled in STARS, and most have recommended students from year 11 to attend the STARS School. 


          STARS Science School

This residential school will be held from July 8 – 14.  A total of 71 students have been accepted.  More than half of these are from outside the Melbourne area, and many are from poor schools in drought-stricken areas.  The school will be resident in St. Mary's College, and a copy of the wide-ranging program is attached.  We have been invited to visit the new Reactor at Lucas Heights, and the students will fly to Sydney to do this.  We specifically set the cost of the school unrealistically low, so that students from less-affluent schools would not be excluded.  Students have been encouraged to raise the funds from their school and local sources.  We have also subsidised students that were recommended but unable to find funding.


A copy of the program is attached, and further details can be accessed from our home page www.ph.unimelb.edu.au/muppets .
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A Note of Appreciation

This year has seen a significant expansion of the programs supported from the Colonial grant.  We are particularly pleased to have been able to extend access to the various programs to a large range of students that would have normally been precluded because of financial limitations.
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Program for the STARS Science School July 8 – 14 





Poster for Horsham Shows.  Feb. 2007
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